THE  TOMB   OF  CHRIST.                 387
heaven, and to be secure of its enjoyment if
they happen to grow no fatter. *
After passing these holes, and going beyond
the Coptic chapel, where a solitary old priest
was singing his service at the altar, we entered
into a dark grotto, where were several appear-
ances of ancient sepulchres hewn in the rock ;
and though some of them were very small, per-
haps for children, they seemed to remove all
doubt of the ground itself having been used as
a place of burial, at a very early age.
As the last and most important monument
* The corpulent friars of Europe seem not to admit this
maxim of leanness being a passport lo heaven, if one might judge
from their pride in a full round belly. Yet Christians are not
peculiar in their indulgence of that idea. In the great Mosque
of Solomon, according to Fere Roger, as cited by Chateau-
briand, a similar mode of trial is practised by the devout.
41 Besides the thirty-two columns which sustain the dome,
there are two other smaller ones pretty near to the western
door, which they show to foreign pilgrims, whom they make
to believe, that when they pass freely between these columns,
they are predestinated to the paradise of Mohammed; and
they say that if a Christian were to pass through these columns,
they would assuredly close together and crush him," The
pious father, who ,seems himself to have entered within these
forbidden precincts by stealth, slyly remarks, " I know very
well, however, to whom that accident has not "happened,
notwithstanding that they were good Christians."f At Malabar
Point, in the island of Bombay, is a similar hole of probation
passed through by devout Hindoos; so that the notion seeai-j
to be borne out by examples in very opposite religions.
f Chateaubriand's Travels, vol. ii. p. 376.    French ed'uhn, 8vo.